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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Rambam Maimonides Medical Journal was once a
new and unknown publication. Today we have more
than 17,000 subscribers from 146 nations and
territories. We published 39 scientific medical papers
in 2017 out of 61 submitted manuscripts.

We are now indexed by PubMed and Thompson
Reuters Emerging Sources Citation Index, to name a
few. Next year, the Journal is scheduled to receive
an official impact factor from Thompson Reuters.

We are not so unknown anymore.

As a new Journal, most of the papers submitted
were naturally reviews. However, the most impor-
tant aspect for the promotion and advancement of
medicine is publication of original research. To
promote such efforts the editors of Rambam
Maimonides Medical Journal established in 2017
the Maimonides Best Published Original Research
Prize. This annual prize of $1,000 is to be awarded
to the first author of the best original research paper
published in the journal over the previous year.

This prize is an added benefit to authors. Since
asking for fees from authors who have few or no

research funds or grants may preclude publication
of their papers, our Journal has no subscription fees,
no submission fees, and no publication fees. Equally
noteworthy is that although published by Rambam
Health Care Campus, the Journal is unaffiliated with
any organization or society. A decision was also
made when the Journal was established to seek no
advertising—perhaps the most unusual feature of
this publication. Rambam Maimonides Medical
Journal is donor-supported by those who share in
our vision to ensure that anyone anywhere in the
world can submit their scholarly work with no fear of
commercial bias and no fees to impede publication.

This editorial effort has been fruitful and has led
to excellent results. As we enter our ninth year of
publication, it is rewarding to note that Rambam
Maimonides Medical Journal has brought to the
world 273 original scientific medical papers on a
variety of topics.

With the announcement of the Maimonides Best
Published Original Research Prize, 25% of our pub-
lished papers in 2017 were original research articles.
Determining the best published paper from so many
well written articles presenting many important
research findings was no small task. Nevertheless,
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after careful deliberation, the RMMJ Original
Research Prize Committee selected a winner.

I am pleased to announce that the first recipient
of this prize is Dr. Anatoli Stav for his paper titled
“Femoral versus Multiple Nerve Blocks for Analgesia
after Total Knee Arthroplasty,” with co-authors
Leonid Reytman, Roger Sevi, Michael Yohay Stav,
Devorah Powell, Yanai Dor, Mickey Dudkiewicz,
Fuaz Bayadse, Ahud Sternberg, and Michael Soudry.

As a general medicine publication, Rambam
Maimonides Medical Journal has the freedom to
present topics of varied and specific interest. To that
end, we not only ensure publication of papers with a
Jewish flavor,e92-4 we also include important
though unusual topics, such as determining diag-
noses through arte9-56 and history.e97 In addition,
we dedicate at least one to two issues per year on a
special topic of interest worldwide, with quite posi-
tive feedback from our readership.

The January 2018 issue of Rambam Maimonides
Medical Journal includes a special supplement:
Abstracts from the 14th Annual Rambam Research
Day. We would like to encourage other medical
organizations to contact us regarding publication of
supplements representing the research from their
esteemed institutes.

Our hope is that Rambam Maimonides Medical
Journal will serve the international scientific medi-
cal community with a broad range of scholarly
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papers that might not have been published via any
other venue.
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